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Will You Be Ashamed 
At The Judgment Seat Of Christ? 

 
Colossians 2:18c 

 

Colossians 2:18  
18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize 

 

1 Corinthians 5:10   
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 

that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

 

But not everyone will receive rewards or prizes. 
1 John 2:28  

28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, 
we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in 
shame at His coming. 

 

So, the question for each of us is will we receive rewards or will 
we be shamed?  
How you live each day will determine your recompense.   
Whether or not you walked by Faith in the Holy Spirit.   
 
 

There are those who use very clever interpretation of this verse 
in 1 John to deny that any believer will suffer shame.  they say 
something like: “why, that just does not sound like 
anything a loving Savior would do... cause those He 
saved to suffer shame”.  
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This is not unlike those who contend that “no one will go to 
the lake of fire; a loving God just would not do that!”   
 

There are two major problems with both of these views.  
 

First: 
The problem with both of these thoughts is they allow their 
‘theology’ to interpret the Bible.   
A correct exegesis and interpretation forms our theology.   
Our theology does not interpret passages.   
 

Second: 
People, please remember that God… and JESUS CHRIST are 
Perfect Righteousness and They demand Perfect 
Righteousness for Salvation and for Rewards in Eternity. 

 

In support of the shame mentioned in 1 John 2:28 we will look 
at Colossians 3:24-25 

24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 

 

25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the 
wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 

 

And again, what is the “WRONG”?   
Not sin,  
for all sins were taken care of on the cross,  
the WRONG is to refuse to use the power God and JESUS 
CHRIST sent to every believer that is the Indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit.   
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And every time a believer does something (not specifically sin) 
(but good in the eyes of the world) and the believer does these 
human good acts refusing to do them in the Power of the Holy 
Spirit which was graciously supplied to every believer;  
JESUS CHRIST judges this as ‘BAD’. 
 

1 John 2:28  
28 Now, little children  

The Greek word translated little children is Teknion and  
is a term of affection by a teacher to his students. 

 

Now there are several ways of expressing how we are to live so 
that we will receive a reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ, 
BEFORE WHOM WE MUST ALL STAND AFTER THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH. 
 

John, here in verse 28 of 1 John 2,  
uses the expression abide in Him. 
 

PRESENT ACTIVE IMPERIATIVE meno to remain, to abide, 
to dwell… to live in Him and the PRESENT means this should 
characterize your life—every day—all day, in times of 
tribulation, in times of rejoicing and when the days are boring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are to abide in Him… that is we are to abide in Jesus Christ.  
And the IMPERATIVE—this is a daily command in your life. 
 

Question #1: What does it mean to abide in Him? 
 

Question #2: How do we abide in Him? 
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Let us start off with an extremely important point; there is a 
great deal of confusion about this command to abide in Him.  
 

This confusion cannot clear up until you fully grasp the 
reality that you are saved.   
 

In our study in Colossians we have seen this in many ways. 
 

  (1) In Colossians 1:2 we are called ‘saints’ 
those set apart by God in Christ. 

Verse 2 

 

  (2) And we are eternally saved by Faith in 
JESUS CHRIST. 

Verse 4 

 

  (3) We love in the Holy Spirit which only a 
believer can do. 

Verse 8 

 

  (4) We are in His Kingdom of light. Verse 2 
 

  (5) We have been rescued from Satan’s 
domain of Darkness and transferred to 
the Kingdom of His Son. 

Verse 13 

 

  (6) We have been redeemed. Verse 14 
 

  (7) We have been reconciled. Verse 22 
 

  (8) Christ in you, the hope of glory. Verse 27 
 

  (9) and 
point 9 is very important to our study of 
abiding in Him for in 2:10.  
and in Him you have been made complete,  

Verse 10 
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So, in correctly understanding what it means to abide in Him,  
we must understand that we are eternally saved.   
No carnal act in our lives can take away our eternal salvation in Christ. 
 

There is a distinct difference between 
being in Christ and abiding in Christ. 
 
Being in Christ is a permanent position that cannot be lost while 
Abiding in JESUS CHRIST can be lost. 
 
In Christ is the place of every born-again believer. 
 
One must first be IN CHRIST before he can ABIDE IN CHRIST  
We are IN CHRIST by Faith in Christ. 
 
 

 being in Christ and abiding in Christ.  
 

 Being in Christ is a permanent position that cannot be lost 
while Abiding in JESUS CHRIST can be lost. 

 

 

Romans 6:11; 8:1; 16:7; 
2 Corinthians 1:21; 5:17; 

Ephesians 2:10 and 13; 

 1 Corinthians 1:30; 3:1; 15:19 and 22; 
Galatians 2:4; 3:28; 
Philippians 1: 

 

Believers are never exhorted to be IN CHRIST  
they ARE IN HIM by FAITH. 

 

But we are exhorted to abide in Him. 
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Abide in Him  
Being in the IMPERATIVE MOOD puts every believer on alert; there 
is nothing that we can do to lose our Salvation or to state it 
better: 
 

There is nothing that we are to do to maintain our Salvation, 
…to maintain our position in Christ! 

 

But we can lose our abiding in Christ. 
 
 
 

So, again, the question:  
How do we abide in JESUS CHRIST? 
 

Answer:  
By Grace through Faith!   Faith in the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Why did JESUS CHRIST and God the Father 
Send us the Holy Spirit?   …John 14  
 

JESUS CHRIST sends the Holy Spirit—parakletos and in the 
discussion of the Holy Spirit; JESUS CHRIST speaks of them in 
Him and He in them— 
all in discussion of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Having fellowship with Him and with the Father  
is by means of the Holy Spirit! 

 

We can lose fellowship with God the Father,  
and with JESUS CHRIST. 

 

How? 
 

Through sin! 
By stop walking by Faith in the Holy Spirit. 
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And how do we regain fellowship? 
By going back to Faith in the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRINCIPLE: 
When we believe in JESUS CHRIST, what happens? 

 
We are in union with God the Father. 

 

JESUS CHRIST came to bring us to God the Father. 
 

So, when we put our Faith in JESUS CHRIST – 
it results in relationship with God the Father. 

 

Gospel of John 14:6  
6 …no one comes to the Father but through me. 

 

Now, when we put our Faith in the Holy Spirit, He (the Holy 
Spirit) takes us to fellowship with JESUS CHRIST. 
 
It seems from many passages that we ought to put our Faith in 
JESUS CHRIST but JESUS CHRIST is not with us, He is with the 
Father, and He resides in us, by the presence of the power of His 
Holy Spirit. 
 

When we trust in JESUS CHRIST, we are with God the Father. 
 
When we trust in the Holy Spirit, we are with JESUS CHRIST and 
He is with us. 
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1 John 2:28  
28 Now, little children, abide in Him, 

 

In the PRESENT IMPERATIVE, means that this is up to each believer.  
Each believer must make a Decision of Faith to abide in JESUS 
CHRIST.   
 
We CANNOT, We DO NOT, Abide in Him by anything we do in 
the flesh.   
 
We cannot ‘yield’ ourselves to abide in Him, it is not by 
something we do;  
 
When we put our Faith in the Holy Spirit,  
He (God the Holy Spirit) places us experientially in Christ. 
 

Now, why should we abide in Christ each day in our lives?        
 
so that for this purpose when He appears,  
 

Not ‘IF He appears’ but when He appears conjunction of time 
plus AORIST PASSIVE SUBJUNCTIVE of the verb which means just 
that—when He manifest Himself, when He 
makes Himself known (and note the PASSIVE VOICE—  
JESUS CHRIST receives being made known.) 
This is according to the Plan of God.   
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People,  
God has this moment marked in His divine Time Table.   
The SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD is used for this very purpose—whenever 
God is ready to make JESUS CHRIST known to all members of the 
Church.   
 
 
 
 

Ok, we saw this last week, there are two ‘returns’ of the Lord, 
there are two ‘appearances’ of the Lord.  
 

The First at the Rapture of the Church. 
 

The Second at His physical return to the earth to set up His 
Millennial Kingdom. 
 
 
 
 

We are here concerned with His appearance right after the 
Rapture of the Church.    
1 John 2:28  

28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, 
we may have confidence “we may have” is PRESENT 
SUBJUNCTIVE of the verb to have something… 
here we may have confidence or boldness  
CONFIDENCE IN WHAT?   
Confidence that we will receive rewards at Judgment Seat 
of Christ. 

 

Every believer should have this confidence because we 
have been assured of the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit and 
the leading of the Holy Spirit and the fruit of the Holy Spirit.   
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You see, JESUS CHRIST has assured us of the Indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit, and, therefore, we should have confidence in living 
the Spirit Filled Life and,  
therefore, confident at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
 

Having the assurance of the Holy Spirit we should have 
CONFIDENCE IN OUR LIVES. 
 

Now the verb ‘we may have’ was in the SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD, 
meaning here, maybe we will be confident at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ… or… maybe we will not!   
 

And if not, then what? 
 

Shame 
 

and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 
 

The AORIST PASSIVE SUBJUNCTIVE of the verb for shame 
and in the PASSIVE VOICE is translated be put to shame! 

 
And, people, this is not what I say, THIS IS THE WORD OF GOD. 

 

There will be a multitude of believers throughout the Church 
Age who as they stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ will 
be put to shame.   
Not put to shame because of sins,  
but because they did not ABIDE in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Shame always emphasizes what produces shame.   
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In this case standing before JESUS CHRIST the believer will suffer 
shame because of the things he did out of the Filling of the Holy 
Spirit.  As to reaping something good from this verse, shame 
acts as a stimulus to live our lives in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
so that we glorify JESUS CHRIST in all we do. 
 

You won’t be able to speak out to the judge—look at all I did, all 
the money I gave, the number of people I witnessed to, look at 
all I did for you; because you know He will respond yes you did 
those things but not in the power of the Holy Spirit whom I and 
the Father sent to you, to empower you to glorify me in your 
life. 
 
 
 
 

Sin violates the principle of honor that should characterize a 
believer in JESUS CHRIST.  While human good—(doing good in flesh); 
it is shameful to use the flesh to do those things we should do in 
the power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
It is shameful for a believer in JESUS CHRIST, a New Spiritual 
Creation, to function in the power of the sinful flesh from which 
he has been saved.  
and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.  
Look in the margin of the NASV— 
not at His coming but at His presence. 
 

Remember that you will be standing before Him, looking at Him 
face to face and He will make evident that you did not abide in 
Him, that is, you did not perform in the energy of the Holy Spirit 
but in the energy of the flesh. 



2017-12-03 Sunday Service                Spring Valley Bible Church, Pastor Herman H. Mattox, Th.M.                                                    Page 12 

 
Please do not let this happen to even one of you. 
You decide:  
Will you have confidence at Judgment Seat of Christ or will you 
suffer shame? 
 

Objection:  
There are some who object saying that there will be no more 
tears or sorrow or any such thing.  Right idea but not in the time 
line of future events.  The passage they refer is Revelation 21:1. 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.                                                                                            

 

2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.                                                                                                   

 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and 
they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,                                                                                        

 

4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no 
longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, 
or pain; the first things have passed away." 

 
 

The solution is in the time line.   
First: 

The Church Age, 
then the Rapture of the church off earth, 

then the Judgment Seat of Christ, 
followed by the Second Advent, 

the Millennial Kingdom, 
then the Great White Throne Judgment. 

Then Revelation 21 takes place with the new heaven and new earth. 
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So, the shame suffered at the Judgment Seat of Christ will last 
but a very short while; the shame will be over by the end of the 
Judgment Seat of Christ and before the next event in heaven, 
that is, at the Marriage of the Lamb and the Marriage Supper on 
Earth.   
 

 
 

    Only One Life 
‘Twill soon be past 

Only what’s done for Christ 
Will Last 

    

 

Live Each Day 
So That You Will Not Suffer Shame 

At the Judgment Seat of Christ 
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