Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25:14-30

Last Week We saw...

1.

Introduced Why This Parable Is So Misunderstood by
noting Matthew 13:10-13 where Jesus tells why He
speaks in parables;... so that many will not know what
He is teaching.

We then noted that He is not speaking of working for
the Lord, which is the way most people interpret this
parable, as referring to ‘talents’ that believers have
and using them for the Lord.

. Then we noted that what He is referring to is to

something that is most precious to Him, which is
His Word.

Where we noted that in 24:45...where the faithful and
sensible servant gave food at the proper time where
food refers to the teaching of pertinent doctrine.

Here we noted Psalm 138:2 where we saw what is

most precious to Him:you Aavc magn/')[/éc{gour

WO/I C/ 0)[ Pf' Olﬂl:SC BAOVC ﬂOUf' VCIy namec—

meaning God has placed His promises of Davidic
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kingdom above His name, that is if He does not keep
His promise of David’s kingdom through His own Son
then His name means nothing.

6. Then we look at the most neglected 2 Samuel 7 where
we read of this promise to David.

This morning we now continue in the understanding of the
Parable of the Talents

Matthew 25:14

“For it isjust ke a man about to goona
joumc_g, who called his own slaves and

entrusted his Posscsslbns to them.

/f 15 is not in the original but the Greek conjunction translated

[or is used to draw from what preceded: a discussion on the

coming of the Messiah-King to His Millennial Kingdom,
promised to David in 2 Samuel 7.

Forjust like a man to go on ajourney
vy gl < ~

This is referring to Jesus Christ, Himself leaving Israel in Acts 1, and journeying to
the third heaven to being seated at the right hand of God.
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who called his own slaves

the word slaves is doufos which is used throughout New

Testament for the apostles or servants; slaves of JESUS
CHRIST through whom God the Holy Spirit entrusted with the
Word of God. What is interesting is that in the Lexicon,

“a slave is one who is in a permanent relation of servitude to

another, his will being altogether consumed in the will of the

other”.

Everyone ought to know that every Muslim is a slave of Allah,
therefore, it behooves, us to know what Allah’s will is; and
the will of Allah is for every Muslim to kill—murder—all
infidels, that is everyone who does not believe in Allah.

While the will of God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is to love

everyone and be a witness to the death and resurrection of
JESUS CHRIST.

14 .. 3 )
f: orit 15Ju5t lke a man about to goona joumcy,

who called bis own slaves and entrusted his

possessions to them.




Entrustcc/Aorist Active Indicative of the Greek word meaning

to deliver over / 71'5 Posscsslbns

[ ntrusted [His Posscsslbns this means to entrust

someone with something most precious, but in this trust
comes with a great deal of responsibility & authority.

This is JESUS CHRIST entrusting His word with
apostles when He leaves planet earth to go
to the throne of God the Father.

15
”7—0 one he gave five ta/cnts, to anot/zcr; two,

and to another, one, cach accora/lhg to his own

abi/ity; and he went on ﬁ/kjoumcy. Remember that

falents refers to a weight of money, not some skill or

ability.



For example:
giving 5 to Paul, two to James or Peter and one to Jude.

/ 7cgavc the Greek word means to give of one’s own accord, in

other words this giving is up to JESUS CHRIST, the recipients

do not earn nor deserve this giving of what is valuable to
JESUS CHRIST

Accorc]ﬁ?g to his own abf/fty the Greek word ability is the

word dunamis —power- and carries a great number of
nuances. Here it refers to sphere of influence!
Example: Billy Graham had a great sphere of influence and

power, while most of us have a very limited sphere of
influence.

16
“Immedia tc{g the one who had received the five
talents went and traded with them, and gaincc/

fivc more ta/cnts.

You will never see it in the NASV translation nor with KJ;
both of these translations make it sound like the man is
doing something.

We begin to get a clue from the NIV

went out at once and Put /7/:5 money fto woné

This translation is insightful, for it emphasizes who or what is
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doing the work. Not the servant but that which has been invested
to him.

Another translation: /nvested it and it earned 5 more or

as the Weymouth translation: cmp/oycc]cmp/ovqcc]tﬁcm n

business and earned 5 more.

The point Jesus is making is that he has entrusted them with
something precious. And what was precious that He

entrusted to them? The precious Word of God.

Second point: who or what was doing the work?
Not the servant but that which had been entrusted to him,

THE WORD OF GOD did the work.

Look at Isaiah 55:11
11 So wzﬂMﬂ word be which goes forth from My mouth; [t

will not return to Me empty, I/I/ii'/-)out' accompﬁisﬁi}vg what [
desire, And without succccding in the matter for which |

sent it

but note it in context:
Isaiah 55:8

“or Mﬂ t/70u5/7t5 are not your tﬁougﬁts, Nor
are your ways My ways,” declares the LOK .



This is ever so clear when it comes to the interpretation of
Scripture, when we try to interpret it by our thinking—which
is why so many miss the correct understanding of the

Parable of the Talents. It should be properly called The
Parable of something Precious to Godor The
Parable of holy scripture.

“Foras the heavens are ﬁ{gﬁcr than the carth,

So are My ways /ll"gﬁcr than your ways And Mﬂ
t/:oug/n‘s than your t/mug/n‘.s.

What is precious in the heavens? Not the works of man but

the power of the THE WORD OF GOD.

My t/:oug/zts where do we get the thoughts of God? in His

precious Word. Do not fearful of what man says, at what the
Muslims say, at what the media says or what different countries
say, but be ever mindful at what says the Lord & people please
remember the place where we go to find the thoughts of God, is
in His Word, the Holy Bible. And as more & more are leaving it,
we are finding it all the more to be our shelter, our haven of rest.

10 "}: or as the rain and the snow come down from

hea ven, Anc/ do not return there without
watering the earth And ma,élhg it bear and
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sprout, And furn/:s/)ing seed to the sower and

brcac]to the eater; | pray you are beginning to catch on

to the parable of Talents. It is what has been entrusted to
them that is doing the work, not the servants. It is not the
teacher of THE WORD OF GOD that gives you peace in your
soul, or gives you Divine Guidance; it is the TRUTH that he
teaches.

11 So will Mg word be which goes forth from Mg
mouth; [t will not return to Me empty, Without

accomp/tis/n’ng what [ desire, And without

succccd;'ng in the matter for which / sent it ok, let
us look at the third slave who rec. one talent—remember
what he did? He hid the one talent.

25 25 j4nc/ / was afraici and went away and ﬁic/your

talent in the grounc]. See, you have what is yours.’

He did not share it, give it to anyone, that they might be saved or
even encouraged by THE WORD OF GOD. no, he hid it!

Question:
What are you doing with the doctrine that is in your soul?
Are you hiding it ?

8



or
Are you giving it out to others that they might
be enriched with THE WORD OF GOD?

Are you allowing the Holy Spirit to use it
to guide you through the day?

Remember why is the dead sea, dead?

Fresh water flows into the dead sea 24 hours a day, so why is it
dead? It has no outlet! Water cannot go out from it, it is dead.
Back to Isaiah 55:8-13

8 "f: or My tﬁougﬁta are not your tﬁoug/)ts, Nor are

your ways My ways,” declares the [ ORD.
S “For as the heavens are /){g{/lcr than the earth, So

are My ways /l[g/lcr than your ways And Mg
t/:ougﬁts than your tﬁougﬁts.

10 2For a5 the rain and the snow come down from
heaven, And do not return there without
watering the carth And ma,éing it bear and
5f>rout; notice it is the WORD OF GOD that makes things
sprout! And fumlﬁsﬁing seed to the sower and

bread to the cater; Here is the nourishment for
everyone --THE WORD OF GOD
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11 So will My word be which goes forth from My

12

13

mouth; [t will not return to Me empty, Without
accompllfsﬁlh‘g what | desire, And without
succccc/ing in the matter for which [ sent it.

“or you will go out with joy And be led forth
with pecace [ he mountains and the hills will break
forth into shouts ofjoy before you, Ancf all the
trees of the field will c/ap their hands.

"/nstcaa’ of the thorn bush the cypress will come
up, And instead of the nettle the m‘yrt/c will come
up, Anditwill be a memorial to the [ ORD,

The production of doctrine will be a memorial to the Lord

/: oran cvcr/astlhg sign which will not be cut oft.”

That we are on the right track look back at...
Matthew 24:35

35 “feaven and earth will pass away, but Mﬂ words

wf!!notpass away. The WORD OF GOD will be

fulfilled! and this at His return to earth at the end of The
Tribulation.
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Look at Isaiah 46:8
8 “Remember this, and be assured: Kecall it to

mind, you transgressors.

First note the three commands here:
remember be assuredand recall

Then remember the exhortations in Matthew 24 on speaking of
His Coming:
be alert, be sureand be ready

JESUS CHRIST has warned them of His return!
Isaiah 46:9

9 «Remember the former things long past, be assured
For ] am (God, and there is no other; /am (God,

and there is no one like Mc, please do not believe

those simple minded people who do not know the Word of
God who try to tell you that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob is the same as Allah.—A lie!

10 Dcc/ar/hg the end from the bcg/hnlhg,
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something neither Satan nor Allah can doAndﬁ‘Otﬂ

ancient times t/n'ngs which have not been

donc, 5aﬂ/h‘g; Mﬂ purposc plan and will will
be established, And [ will accomp/ﬂsﬁ all

My gooa’ P/casurc‘} JESUS CHRIST reigning on
David’s throne.

11 Ca//th‘ga bird of prey from the east, armies to take
over Jerusalem T/)c man of My purpose from a far
Countty. Dictator of the Revived Roman Empire from
Rome Tru{g [have spoécn; tru{g / WIZ[/[Drlhg it to
pass. [ have P/anncd it 5urc{g [ will do it This is

part of the treasure entrusted to the servants in the Parable
of Talents.

Now back to the Parable of Talents in Matthew 25
1% “fmmedia tc!g the one who had received

the five talents went and traded with them,

and gaincc] z(ivc more ta/cnts. Or Put his
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money to work or from the original immcc/fatc[g
going, the one recening the five talents put them

to work and gaincc] five others. People, this is a

promise, the Word of God will not return void or empty.

17 rr/n the same manner the one who had

received the two talents ga/hcd' fwo more.

Ok, this is easy, this servant put his two talents to work -- and they
returned two more.

He took the Word of God and he dispersed it to those who would
listen.

18 4Ryt he who received the one talent went away,
and duga hole in the grounc/ and hid his master’s

UIOﬂCy.

First note the progression in this verse. After receiving one talent,
grace of God he does what many do with the grace they
have received from Lord he went away this is in contrast with
the first two servants who immediately went out and put
their talents to work. But this one went away ok, you are
going to like this!
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Remember where all this study began?

Matthew 24:1 Jcsu.s came out from the tcmp/c Here
this man went away from using the Wom/ of

Gocfthe word used to describe going away of our

Lord from the temple:
exerchomai while the word used of this servant going away

aperchomai whether or not you know Greek, you can see
that both of these words are from the same root word

erchomai to come or to go, and this is no accident. We are
to see something going on with the Lord going away
from the temple, and we are to see something in this
man going away with his one talent in hand.

The prefix in front of the word used of our Lord going away from

the temple is the preposition @apo which means from...fo

8o away f;'om t'/zc t'cmf)/c and we noted there that this

was exactly what He was doing spiritually not just physically.

Now, the prefix before the word used of the servant in our

parable is ek meaning out—going out—he takes himself out
of service of the Lord.
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18 "But be who received the one talent went away, and
duga hole in the grounc/ and hid bis master’s money.
[His mater’s treasury.

So first he goes away from using the Word of God;
now we see what he does with it.

and cfuga hole in the grouna/
for the purpose to
hide his master’s money or treasure

Throughout the Word of God they buried that which was dead.
This servant considered the treasure of the Word of God as dead
and buried it. He did not pay attention to even the gospel. He

heard it then buried it.

But the Word of God is alive and powerful...
the Word of God is living

19 “Now aftera /ong time the master of those slaves

*came and *settled accounts with them.

Now after a /ong time

time is very important in this
entire discourse of the Second Coming of JESUS CHRIST.

Look back to 24:36
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26 "Butof that daﬂ and hour no one knows, not
even the angc/s of /7¢avcn, nor the 50/7, but the

f: ather alone.

or
verse 48

48 afXy .t i that evil slave says in his heart, ‘/\/lg

master is not coming fora /ong time,’
So here in this parable JESUS CHRIST makes the statement
19 "/\/ow aftera /ong time the master of those slaves *came

and *settled accounts with them.

How long has it been already?
Close to 2000 years so add to that the time of The Tribulation, it
has been a long time but
He Is Faithful to His Word and He Will Return.

20 "Tﬁc one who had received the five talents came

up and 5roug/7t' five more talen ts, saying,
‘/\/Iastcz; you entrusted five talents to me. 5@6, /

have gaincc/ five more talents.’
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21 afis master said to him, “Well done, gooc] and
faithful slave.

You were faithful with a few t/n’ngs, [will put you
n cﬁatgc

of many tﬁ/hg@ enter into the joy of your master.’

| think the most wonderful thing that the Lord could say to
any of

us is: WC// dOﬂC my gOOd ancf [aitﬁf U/ servant.

But let us remember the context—
what we do with the Word of God!

Wc" donc is an adverb but it’s reference depends on the

context.
Here well done is in refer to what he did with the treasure of the
Word of God entrusted to him and the same things is true of

the next two adjectives: gooc[ and faithful

goocfthis adjective depends on the context:

good in the sense of benevolence toward others as we saw
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when describing Joseph of Aramathia who was granted
permission from Pilate to take the body of Jesus off the cross
and bury Jesus in a tomb dug for himself.

So good in that context was that he was a benevolent man to his
community in Jerusalem. But here we know the standard of
being good, is the handling of something precious entrusted
to him;... that is the Word of God. So he was good in what he
did with the word of God.

Are you good with the Word of God you learn?

The next adjective: [ aithful

This tells us right off this servant is the Filling of the Holy Spirit,
for being faithful is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.

Secondly this tells us he was faithful with the Word of God
entrusted to him.
That is, he was faithful in revealing it to others.

Remember 24:45

45 alho then is the faithful and sensible slave
whom his master put n c/'zatgc of his household

to give them their food at the proper time?
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Remember that means he fed them the Word of God—at
the proper time: as to the circumstances going on in The
Tribulation and the coming of the Messiah-King.

You were faithful with a few things, that which was
entrusted to him | Jesus Christ will future--the Millennium
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.’

Inner joy is very important to the Lord.

John 15:11
11 « [ hese tﬁlhgs pertinent doctrine [ have spoaécn to

gou for your advantage so tﬁatMyjoy may be in

you, and that 5011{'/’05 may be made full This is the
result of walking — living by faith in the Holy Spirit.

22« Also the one who had receivedthe two talents
came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two
talents to me. See, | have gaincd two more

talents.’ Like the first this servant spread the doctrine

entrusted to him to others and it did not return void.
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x22 “A/fso the one who had received the two

talents came up and 53/2{ ’A//a.stcz; you entrusted
two talents to me. See, [have gaincc] two more

talents.’

Like the first this servant spread the doctrine entrusted to
him to others and it did not return void.

23 afHis master said to him, ‘VVell done, gooc] and

faithful slave.
You were faithtul with a few t/uhgs, [ will put you

n c/:atgc

of many 1':/71}755; enterinto the joy of your master.’

Please notice it is not a matter of how much they received
but their faithfulness in spreading that to others, the reward
is the same.

Verse 24 emphasizes the importance of your view of God. Your
view of God will determine how you live each day. If your
view of God is that you have to “do and do”, then that is the
way you will live, but if your view is that “God is a God of
Grace” then that is how you will live.

20



Some see God as saying:

If you do for me | will do for you
Trust Me

Others see God saying:

| have done for you
Trust Me

24« And the one also who had received the one

talent came up and saic], ’/\//astcr; / knew you

to be a ﬁarc]man, This is the way a lot of people

think about God. He is up there keeping score and He
will come and get you if you step out of line. They have
a hard severe God. To them you have to earn grace

rcaplhg where you did not sow and ga tﬁcrlhg

WACFCﬂOU SCBthFCJfJO SCCC]. He sees God as

demanding work! In order to sow you have to reap, in
order to gather you have to scatter.
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25 ‘And l was a{:raid, people build up their false image of

God so that they can fear Him. Many girls who lived in
fear of their father will purposefully marry a man they
fear. And this is what believers do with God, they want
a God they have to fear so they develop a view of God

that He is hard and should be feared. anc]wcntaway
and /712]50ur talent in the grounc]. See, gyou

have wﬁatléjours.’ln fear you do nothing!

What is important here is that
he did not go off and spend the money on himself.
Why not?
Because Jesus is not talking about money
He is talking about the precious Word of God.

26 «Ryt hbis master answered and said to him, <You
wicked, /azy sla ve, you knew that / reap where
/ did not sow and gatﬁcr where / scattered no

SCCO{

Let us make a list of the two types of people in these two
chapters
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Believers Unbelievers

Faithful and sensible Evil
Five wise virgins Five foolish virgins
Good and Faithful Wicked

The Greek word for wicked is used here in refer to being wicked
spiritually, that is he has conjured up a view of God that is
just the opposite of what God is like then procedes to live

under that kind of God. And the word /azy is one who

refuses to live by faith and chooses to do nothing.

And the Lord uses his own argument against him

you knew that / reap where / did not sow and gat/zcr

where /scattcrcc/no seed. So he should have at least laid it

out there for anyone to partake of it.

27 T hen gyou oug/:t to have put my money in the
bank and on my arrival [ would have received my

money back with interest.
Again that is the Word of God.

28 T herefore take away the talent from him, and
gfvc it to the one who has the ten talents.”\n God’s

plan rich get richer, the more you learn of the Word of God
23



the richer you get therefore, believers you want to be rich in
the Word of God

23 "/:or to everyone who /)35, insight into the truth of
Scripture more 5/73//[765/’\/@@ doctrine is built on
doctrine and he will have an a[wncfancc; but from
the one who does not /73VC, even what bhe does

have shall be taécn away.

What he has, he has distorted and never saw the truth of
the gospel so at the Great White Throne of Judgment at the
end of the Millennium what he has, he will lose.

30 « [ hrow out the worthless slave into the outer
darkness; in that P/acc there will be wccping and
gnas/uhg of teeth.

This is a real place for everyone who does not believe in
Jesus as their Savior.

How can a loving God cast His creatures into eternal darkness?
This is the wrong question.

The real question is
How can a perfectly righteous God,
not cast every unRighteous creature into outer darkness?
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And this question is answered by a truthful understanding of the
Gospel. That God in His grace, love and mercy, sent His Son to
pay the penalty of sin for everyone, then anyone who believes in
His Son as their only Savior, God imputes to that person His +R,

Perfect Righteousness; then He announces that that person is
Justified forever.
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